Invest Lesson


Hook


Ask class members to share about a time when they learned something new or developed a skill.  Possible topics might be learning how to drive a car, parallel park, use a computer application, set the VCR, play tennis, a new cell phone, etc.


Ask them to share who taught them how to do it?  How did it feel to have someone help you with this new skill?  What methods did they use?  What was most effective?  How did it feel knowing someone more experienced or knowledgeable was there to help you along the way?

Share the following story.
The “Explainer”


An elementary aged girl was talking to her Dad one night at the dinner table.  She said that on the bus that day, Jason told her that he had become a Christian last night at home.  “How did you do that?” she asked him.  “All by myself, “ he said.  “You can’t become a Christian like that,” she told him.  “Why not?”  he said.  “Because,”  she said, “You have to have an explainer.”
LOOK
Most everybody has an “Explainer” or someone who helped you find you way to faith in God.

Look at the passages below and see how these people explained the Scriptures to those they came in contact with.  Either discuss eachof these or if there is time, have class members read the passage and discuss.

Jesus told Nicodemus


John 3:1-21



“I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again….For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” Vs. 3, 16

Philip told the Ethiopian


Acts 8:26-35



“Then Phillip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. “  Vs. 35


Peter told the people at Pentecost

Acts 2: 14-40


“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd.  “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you, listen carefully to what I say.”  Vs. 14

Paul told the Romans


Acts 28:16-31



“For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him.  Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.” Vs. 30-31
Who was your Explainer?  Ask group members to share who helped them along their pathway to a relationship with Christ.

Read the story of Philip and the Ethiopian-Acts 8:26-35

Who told Philip to go down the desert road?

How did Philip come in contact with the Ethiopian?


What did the Spirit tell Philip to do?

The Bible says the Ethiopian was an important official.  Do you think Philip was intimidated by his importance?

How did God use Philip to witness to the Ethiopian?


How did Philip respond when he experienced the “Holy Nudge or Bump” from the Spirit?


What do you think might have happened had Philip not listened or responded to the Spirit’s leading?

What other things jump out at you in this story?
TOOK

God is passionately in love with everyone around us.  Every person, regardless of wealth, status, color, height, weight, occupation or orientation, God is passionately pursuing and drawing them to Him.  God allows each of us to join Him in His work.  God may have placed you in the path of those you work, play, socialize, greet, etc. to be their “Explainer.”

Who might God be placing in your world to influence for Him?

Who does God want you to be an “Explainer” to?

Give each class member an index card.  Ask them to write down the names of 6 people that they interact with each day.  It can be neighbors, friends, work associates, ball team members, civic clubs and organizations, etc. 

1. Which of these people are Christians?  Draw a cross next to their name.

2. Circle the names of the people who have ever been inside of your home.

3. Place a star beside the ones with whom you’ve had meaningful conversation in the past month.

Ask, “What does this information tell you about your friends and your relationship with them?

Share the following next steps with class members.  

1. Develop friendships

How can I be a better friend to this person?

How can I continue to practice a “bottom-line value of love” toward this person, regardless if they ever make a faith decision or not?

2. Discover stories

How can I find out more about this person and their life story?

What is one question I could ask to understand their life’s journey better?

3. Discern next steps

What resources is God prompting me to provide for this person, such as a book or a CD, a listening ear, or a few hours engaged in a shared recreational activity?

Challenge class members to think about the names of the people on their card.  Lead them to answer the following questions re. the people on their list.

“How can I help develop a friendship with one of these people?

“What is a question I can ask to deepen our relationship?

“What resource can I provide that will encourage this person or deepen our relationship? 


Ask class members to think about and pray this following week what next steps they will take with the people on their card.  

Close in prayer, asking God to help us this week to be a faithful witness for Him.

