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ABS Group Bible Studies

Begin Here

1. Start by PRAYING and checking out the ‘Big Idea’ in the lesson.
2. Read the lesson provided by Ken.  You don’t have to use these questions, but please use this lesson as your starting point.  After that, You shape the lesson to the needs in your group. 

3. Make sure that you teach the Big Idea and the lesson scripture.  As long as you fulfill these two requests, you can teach the material any way you feel is appropriate. 

4. End each lesson with a specific challenge to change behavior.  A lesson without a challenge is a wasted lesson.

5. Be vulnerable.  Groups rise to a level of commitment and vulnerability that is below their leader’s level.  You set the bar and everyone else walks underneath it.  Or as my mentor says, “if you want your group to bleed, you have to hemorrhage.”

6. If you have any questions, email Ken or Kim.

I need to give ‘prop’s on the lessons:  I use several commentaries, including the New Testament Commentary and the Word Bible Commentary.  I also use a Vine’s Dictionary and the Serendipity Bible, as I write.  Finally, Kim Harris and Nate Turner edit and improve the content of these lessons.  

About iServe

Serving is part of who we are.  We serve at work, at home, in our neighborhoods, and at church.  Even though serving is one of our strengths at WCC, we can always learn more about it.   That’s why we’re going to spend a few weeks this spring looking at some amazing servants in the Bible.  At the same time, we’ll be challenging people to consider where they’ll be serving this fall in our Sunday morning and Wednesday evening ministries.

You may be thinking, “Isn’t it early to ask people where they’ll serve in the fall?”  Yes, it is.  But the Cobb County School Board has made a significant change in the school schedule for 2010-2011 and we want this change to help us, not hurt us.  In order for that to happen, we’ll need to make a few changes in our schedule.   We want to be ready to kick off our core programs in August, so that’s why we’re starting in March.   This process will feel odd, but it’s necessary if we want to maximize our impact for God’s Kingdom.

Series Schedule:

March 7: Abraham, The Model Servant

March 14: Gideon, The Inadequate Servant

March 21: Habakkuk, The Grateful Servant

March 28: Esther, The Faithful Servant

April 4: Jesus, The Suffering Servant

April 11: Martha, The Busy Servant

April 18: Peter, The Trusting Servant

April 25: Timothy, The Young Servant

Abraham, The Model Servant
Genesis 12-22

March 7, 2010

Big Idea: The model servant isn’t perfect.  When we look at Abraham, we see that   God honors the faithful, not the flawless. 
Sermon Scripture: Genesis 11:31 – Genesis 25:11 (only passages related to the story of Abraham

ABS Group Scripture: Genesis 22

Possible Lesson Outline:

Arrive at least 10 minutes early and arrange your room to be warm and inviting.  Take out extra chairs, move chairs closer together, put them in semi-circles or a circle, maybe even add tables and set up food and drink.  Greet everyone and introduce guests, making sure that no one is screened out of the conversation.  
1. Prayer Requests & Prayer Time
a. As you begin, welcome anyone who is new to the group and remind them that you don’t call on people to pray, read the Bible, or answer questions without first knowing that they’re comfortable with it.

2. Introduce iServe
a. Before the lesson, read the summary of iServe on the previous page and talk about this with your group (especially why our church is recruiting so early this year).  Acknowledge that it feels odd to start recruiting this early, but stress the importance of adjusting to the change.  Also, mention that SERVING THE WORLD is one of the four expectations of the church (Invest, Connect, Grow, Serve).  We’ll be focusing on this expectation for the next couple of months.
b. Give a reason why you’re excited about this study.

3. Study Genesis 22
HOOK
a. Rick Warren says. “the teacher is always silent when the test is given. When God is silent in your life, you are being tested.” Ask some members to share about a time when they felt God was testing them.
b. How does it feel when we’re going through this time of testing and God is silent?

Transition: Today we’re going to talk about times of testing and see a time when Abraham was tested in Genesis 22.

LOOK
c. Give background on this story:  After years of waiting, Abraham, age 100, and Sarah, age 90, finally had the son God had promised.  This son, Isaac, was the fulfillment of God’s promise and (from the best we can tell) Abraham & Sarah became ‘helicopter parents’.  So after Isaac became an older child, God gave Abraham an amazing assignment…
d. Read the entire story of Abraham’s Testing, Genesis 22:1-19 

e. Before we study this story, what’s disturbing to you about it? 
f. Let’s look at the story and see if we can understand it better.  In verse 2, what is God emphasizing as He describes Abraham’s relationship with Isaac?
g. How would you have reacted to this task if you were in Abraham’s shoes?
h. What’s Abraham’s response to God’s instructions (22:3)?  In your opinion, how was Abraham feeling about this task during their three-day journey?
i. In your opinion, do you think verses 5 & 8 indicate that Abraham would have actually killed Isaac?  What light does Hebrews 11:17-19 shed on this scene?
j. Why does God wait until the last second before stopping Abraham?
k. Point out that the Hebrew word for “fear” in Gen 22:12 is ‘Yare’ (pronounced: yay ree’).   Yare does not mean raw fear, as we know it; but rather, an extreme awe and “reverence where an individual recognizes the power and position of the revered and gives him proper respect” (Vincent Expository Dictionary). 
l. For whose benefit does God wait until the last minute to stop Abraham?  Abraham’s?  Isaac’s?  The readers’?  Why do you think so?
m. How is Jesus like Isaac?  How is He like the ram-substitute?
n. Since God already made his covenant with Abraham in Genesis 17, why did He test him and then offer the same covenant again in verses 15-19?
o. What does this story say about Abraham’s faith?  What does it say about Isaac’s faith?
TOOK
p. Where can we find the strength to say “Yes” to God when everything inside of us wants to say “No!”?
q. In the worship time today, Ken told / will tell the entire story of Abraham and we saw / will see scenes from earlier in Abraham’s life where he failed the tests of God.  What does this tell us about Abraham? (growing in his faith with God; learning to depend on God; learning to trust God’s heart; flawed person; etc…)
r. What does this tell us about God?
s. If this point doesn’t emerge from the previous question, then follow-up with: in today’s sermon Ken said / will say that God honors the faithful, not the flawless.  How do we see this truth in Abraham’s life?
t. Who in our ABS Group is a model servant like Abraham, being faithful to God even with his / her flaws & trials?  (This can be a powerful time of edification in your Group.  If possible, get people to elaborate on their answer by asking, ‘Why did you choose him/her?’) 
u. What is God trying to teach us through this story?  (Make a list on the board or on a piece of paper.  If you have a large group, you may want to divide them into smaller groups for this activity, then have the groups share their results with the entire ABS Group.)

v. I mentioned earlier that our church is talking about finding a place of service in our church.  Today our worship service had / will have a special emphasis on getting involved in mission opportunities (serving the world outside our church).  How do the principles that we learned from Abraham apply to the current emphasis in the church?
w. Of these principles that God teaches us through Abraham (point to the list you developed in 3v), which one does God want you to change?  (This can be a rhetorical question, or you can expect answers.  If you want people to respond, you should answer the question first.)

4. Close in Prayer
Pay special attention to the responses in the last couple of questions in section #3 and be specific as you pray.
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