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ABS Group Bible Studies

Begin Here

1. Start by PRAYING and checking out the ‘Big Idea’ in the lesson.
2. Read the lesson provided by Ken.  You don’t have to use these questions, but please use this lesson as your starting point.  After that, You shape the lesson to the needs in your group. 

3. Make sure that you teach the Big Idea and the lesson scripture
4. End each lesson with a specific challenge to change behavior.  A lesson without a challenge is a wasted lesson.

5. Be vulnerable.  Groups rise to a level of commitment and vulnerability that is below their leader’s level.  You set the bar and everyone else walks underneath it.  Or as my mentor says, “if you want your group to bleed, you have to hemorrhage.”

6. If you have any questions, email Ken or Kim.

I need to give ‘prop’s on the lessons:  I use several commentaries, including the New Testament Commentary, Word Bible Commentary, Vine’s Dictionary, and Serendipity Bible.  The Serendipity Bible is especially helpful. 
About iServe

Serving is part of who we are.  We serve at work, at home, in our neighborhoods, and at church.  Even though serving is one of our strengths at WCC, we can always learn more about it.   That’s why we’re going to spend a few weeks this spring looking at some amazing servants in the Bible.  At the same time, we’ll be challenging people to consider where they’ll be serving this fall in our Sunday morning and Wednesday evening ministries.

You may be thinking, “Isn’t it early to ask people where they’ll serve in the fall?”  Yes, it is.  But the Cobb County School Board has made a significant change in the school schedule for 2010-2011 and we want this change to help us, not hurt us.  In order for that to happen, we’ll need to make a few changes in our schedule.   We want to be ready to kick off our core programs in August, so that’s why we’re starting in March.   This process will feel odd, but it’s necessary if we want to maximize our impact for God’s Kingdom.

Series Schedule:

March 7: Abraham, The Model Servant

March 14: Gideon, The Inadequate Servant

March 21: Habakkuk, The Grateful Servant
March 28: Esther, The Faithful Servant
April 4: Jesus, The Suffering Servant

April 11: Martha, The Busy Servant

April 18: Peter, The Trusting Servant

April 25: Timothy, The Young Servant

Esther, the Faithful Servant
Esther 4

March 28, 2010

Big Idea: When we obey God, He will use us in ways that we can’t predict.
Sermon Scripture:  Esther 1-10 

ABS Group Scripture:  Esther 4
Possible Lesson Outline:

Arrive at least 10 minutes early and arrange your room to be warm and inviting.  Take out extra chairs, move chairs closer together, put them in semi-circles or a circle, maybe even add tables and set up food and drink.  Greet everyone and introduce guests, making sure that no one is screened out of the conversation.  
1. Prayer Requests & Prayer Time
a. [image: image1.jpg]As you begin, welcome anyone who is new to the group and remind them that you don’t call on people to pray, read the Bible, or answer questions without first knowing that they’re comfortable with it.


2. Review iServe
a. Review the reason we’re in the middle of a series on serving.  We’re looking for how God wants to staff our Sunday morning and Wednesday evening programs this fall.  

b. Last week, Ken reminded us that this issue is “everybody’s business, not somebody’s business.” What does that statement mean to you?
c. Before we move on to today’s lesson, last week, we talked about Habakkuk and a grateful heart.  Did anyone make a gratitude list?  (If yes,) how did it work for you?  OR, ASK: Of all the things we talked about in ABS and Worship, what point stuck out to you the most?  Why? 
3. Study Esther 4
Historical Background:  A few generations have passed since Habakkuk’s time.  The Babylonians have been defeated and the Jews were able to return to Israel.  Still, many Jews remained dispersed throughout the known world.  The book of Esther features some of these ‘dispersed exiles’.  

HOOK

a. When have you been really upset?  What was the issue, hurt, or loss?

b. How do people react to crisis in your family?  Who cries like an open spigot?  A drippy faucet?  A dry faucet?  Who clams up?  Lets it all hang out? 

c. Transition: Today, we’re going to look at the story of Esther.  A major crisis erupts in her life.  We’ll see how she responds and how God uses her faithfulness.

LOOK

d. Tell the story of Esther 

(Note: Esther is a story, full of twists, irony, intrigue, revenge, and suspense.  Bring your group members up to date on the story.  9:30 am groups will need to do this more than 11:00 am groups because Kids Express will tell the story during the worship service.)   
Summary of Chapters 1-3: Esther’s parents died when she was very young, so Mordecai, her older cousin, raised her.  Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had carried their family into exile, so Mordecai and Esther lived in Persia, not Jerusalem.   Esther was a beautiful woman, but she felt like a stranger in a foreign land.

Esther became queen of the land, but being Queen sounds better than it actually was.  King Xerxes drank excessively, ruled ruthlessly, and conquered viciously.  Esther became queen after Xerxes became impatient with his last queen and banished her.  As the new queen, Esther was mainly a glorified sex slave.  She had no real power.  In fact, if she ever offended Xerxes, the results could be deadly.  

Mordecai and Esther kept their Jewish nationality a secret.  After Esther became queen, Mordecai uncovered a plot of treason. King Xerxes appreciated Mordecai’s loyalty, but didn’t give Mordecai any special reward.  

Some time passed and the King promoted Haman, one of Xerxes’ right-hand men, to a ‘seat of honor higher than all of the other nobles.’  In his newfound role, Haman became arrogant and decided that everyone must bow in his presence. As a follower of God, Mordecai refused.  Haman was furious over Mordecai’s actions.  And once he discovered that Mordecai was Jewish, he developed a diabolical plot against Mordecai and the Jews.  Haman convinced King Xerxes to execute all the Jews living in Xerxes’ kingdom.  

At Haman’s urging, the King issued an edict that all the Jews would soon be killed and we pick up the story there…
e. Have someone read Esther, chapter four.

f. Now, summarize the rest of the story by asking the question, Can anyone tell us what happens in the rest of the book?
If no one knows, here’s the gist of the story: 

After the three days of fasting, Esther approached the king.  He received Esther with a glad heart.  The king said that he would give her anything.  So Esther planned a banquet for the following day and asked King Xerxes and Haman to be her honored guests.  

At the same time, Haman’s jealousy and anger against Mordecai peaked.   So that night, he had gallows built, 75 feet high.  He planned to ask the king if he could hang Mordecai and Haman decided that Esther’s banquet was the best time to make this request.

That same night, the king struggled with insomnia. So he asked that the Kingdom Historian to read from the history books.  (The books are filled with a king’s accomplishments.)  As the historian read, King Xerxes realized that he had never rewarded Mordecai for reporting the act of treason and saving the King’s life.

Now Read Esther 6:3 – 7:10

After this, the Jews were saved and Mordecai was promoted to ‘second-in-command’ over the kingdom because “He worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of the Jews.”  (Esther 10:3)

g. Let’s spend the rest of our study focusing on a pivotal chapter in the story, chapter four. 

h. Look through verses 1-3, how did Mordecai react to the news of the edict to kill the Jews?  Has anyone here ever fasted?  What is its purpose?
i. Why didn’t Esther respond the same way?  (verse 2)  Do you think Esther should have responded like Mordecai?  Why or why not?  

j. Once Esther heard about the edit, what were Esther’s options? (pray, talk to the king, ignore the problem and hope it goes away, gossip and complain to others, lead an uprising against the king)   
k. According to verse 11, why is Esther scared about approaching the king?
l. Which option does she decide on? (verses 15-16)
m. Mordecai plays a pivotal role in this story.  How does he help Esther?  Who is a Mordecai in your life?
n. What qualities do you admire about Esther?  How was God able to use Esther’s faithfulness?
o. It’s noteworthy that Artaxerxes (pronounced ‘Arta-Xerxes’), the son of Xerxes, was king during Nehemiah’s time.  During his reign, Artaxerxes showed favor to Nehemiah and let the Jews rebuild the wall around Jerusalem.  How could Esther’s actions and demeanor have influenced Artaxerxes?
TOOK

p. What can we learn from Esther’s faithfulness?  Does anyone want to mention an issue in your life where you need to apply the same type of faithfulness?
q. There’s an old saying, ‘If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the problem.’  How does that saying relate to the story of Esther? How does that saying relate to our church’s mission and our current iServe emphasis?
r. It’s interesting that the book of Esther lacks any direct reference to God.  Of course, God knew this fact when He included it in the Bible.  What do you think God’s trying to teach us with this fact?  (Scholars tend to believe that the conspicuous lack of any reference to God focuses attention on what God is constantly doing, behind the scenes, to effect change in our world.) 
s. Challenge the ABS members to pray about where they can serve in God’s Kingdom this fall.  

4. Close in Prayer
Pay special attention to any responses in the ‘Took’ section ‘p’, so you can be specific as you pray.  

Pray for the opportunities to serve God’s Kingdom through WCC in 2010-11.  Ask God to nudge hearts toward the specific needs.







NOTE: New Review Material
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