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ABS Group Bible Studies

Begin Here

1. Start by PRAYING and checking out the ‘Big Idea’ in the lesson.
2. Read the lesson provided by Ken.  You don’t have to use these questions, but please use this lesson as your starting point.  After that, You shape the lesson to the needs in your group. 

3. Make sure that you teach the Big Idea and the lesson scripture.  As long as you fulfill these two requests, you can teach the material any way you feel is appropriate. 

4. End each lesson with a specific challenge to change behavior.  A lesson without a challenge is a wasted lesson.

5. Be vulnerable.  Groups rise to a level of commitment and vulnerability that is below their leader’s level.  You set the bar and everyone else walks underneath it.  Or as my mentor says, “if you want your group to bleed, you have to hemorrhage.”

6. If you have any questions, email Ken or Kim.

I need to give ‘prop’s on the lessons:  I use several commentaries, including the New Testament Commentary and the Word Bible Commentary.  I also use a Vine’s Dictionary and the Serendipity Bible, as I write.  Finally, Kim Harris and Nate Turner edit and improve the content of these lessons.  

About iServe

Serving is part of who we are.  We serve at work, at home, in our neighborhoods, and at church.  Even though serving is one of our strengths at WCC, we can always learn more about it.   That’s why we’re going to spend a few weeks this spring looking at some amazing servants in the Bible.  At the same time, we’ll be challenging people to consider where they’ll be serving this fall in our Sunday morning and Wednesday evening ministries.

You may be thinking, “Isn’t it early to ask people where they’ll serve in the fall?”  Yes, it is.  But the Cobb County School Board has made a significant change in the school schedule for 2010-2011 and we want this change to help us, not hurt us.  In order for that to happen, we’ll need to make a few changes in our schedule.   We want to be ready to kick off our core programs in August, so that’s why we’re starting in March.   This process will feel odd, but it’s necessary if we want to maximize our impact for God’s Kingdom.

Series Schedule:

March 7: Abraham, The Model Servant

March 14: Gideon, The Inadequate Servant

March 21: Habakkuk, The Grateful Servant

March 28: Esther, The Faithful Servant

April 4: Jesus, The Suffering Servant

April 11: Martha, The Busy Servant

April 18: Peter, The Trusting Servant

April 25: Timothy, The Young Servant

Gideon, The Inadequate Servant
Judges 6

March 14, 2010

Big Idea: God usually chooses us when we feel inadequate.  We depend on Him more when we’re in this state of mind.
Sermon Scripture: Judges 6-8 

ABS Group Scripture: Judges 6

Possible Lesson Outline:

Arrive at least 10 minutes early and arrange your room to be warm and inviting.  Take out extra chairs, move chairs closer together, put them in semi-circles or a circle, maybe even add tables and set up food and drink.  Greet everyone and introduce guests, making sure that no one is screened out of the conversation.  
Note: I’ve taken most of this study from the Serendipity Bible, 10th Edition.
1. Prayer Requests & Prayer Time
a. As you begin, welcome anyone who is new to the group and remind them that you don’t call on people to pray, read the Bible, or answer questions without first knowing that they’re comfortable with it.

2. Review iServe
a. Review the reason we’re in the middle of a series on serving.  Last week we focused on mission opportunities and next week we’ll focus on opportunities for serving the world through our Sunday morning & Wednesday evening ministries.
b. Briefly review last weeks lesson.  God honors the faithful, not the flawless.
3. Study Judges 6
HOOK
a. Have you ever had a bully pick on you?  How did you react?
Transition: Today we’re going to talk about Gideon.  He became a leader during a difficult time in Israel’s history – when a ‘bully’ was picking on them.  Israel often got into this situation because it would turn away from God and reap the results of not heading God’s advice.  Occasionally, they would also repent and enjoy the results of following God’s guidance.  

At this point in the story, Israel had turned away from God again and one of their neighbors, the Midianites, were ‘picking’ on them.  (Midian is located in modern day Saudi Arabia.)  

We pick up the story in Judges 6… 

LOOK
b. Read Gideon 6.  This is a long chapter, so I suggest the leader read it through SEVERAL times before Sunday.  When you read it on Sunday, use inflection, as if you were telling a story to teenagers.  It’s important to keep peole engaged in the story.  You may have someone else in your group who can do a better job of reading the story, if so… ASK THEM BEFORE SUNDAY, so they have time to prepare.
c. In the seven years prior to Gideon coming to save the day, what is the situation in Israel (verses 1-5)?
d. How well do you suppose the prophet’s message in verses 7-10 went over with Israel?
e. In verse 6, the people are “crying out to the Lord.” Are they regretful or repentant?  What’s the difference between the two?  (verse 10b answers this question)
f. What is the significance of the angel’s word and Gideon’s protest concerning the Lord’s presence in verses 11-14?
g. Why does Gideon object to being chosen in verse 15?  Lack of faith in himself?  In God?  Or, in his teammates?  (answer: all of the above)

h. How does the angel of God reassure him? (verse 16)  At what point does Gideon recognize the angel for who he is?  (verse 22)  Why not until then?  (Many possible answers here.  My thought is that Gideon is too preoccupied with his own problems to notice God is in his presence.)
i. Why the thought of death in verse 23?
j. What is the significance of the altar that Gideon built in verses 24-32?  
k. Names are a huge deal in the Old Testament times.  How do you account for Gideon’s newfound courage and name change?
l. Where does Gideon still lack courage?  (verses 27, 30)  Is he a ‘wimp’ or justifiably fearful for his family?  Why do you think so?  (an argument can be made for either answer)

m. What role does the Holy Spirit play in this story in verses 34 and following?
n. How do you account for Gideon’s need for more signs of God’s presence in verses 36-40?  Why do you suppose that God appeased Gideon’s erratic faith by granting his requests?
o. What lesson is God teaching Gideon (and us) here?  Would God have been equally just and merciful in simply reminding Gideon of what He had already told him?  Why do you think so?
TOOK
p. One time Gideon is so sure of God (verses 22, 24, 27a); the next moment he is so unsure (verses 13, 15, 17, 27b, 36, 39).  How are you like Gideon in this regard?
q. When have you resorted to using “Gideon’s fleece”?  What happened?  Were you tempted to do it over again?  Why?
r. In the past five years what have been one or two ‘sure’ signs of God’s presence with you?  What are one or two present signs?
s. Where are you uncertain, afraid, or overly cautious of God’s call to you right now? 
t. Gideon tore down an altar overnight.  What would you like to “tear down” in your life, if you could?  
u. Gideon also built an altar to God overnight?  What would you like to “build up” to the glory of God?  How can our ABS Group help you get started in this ‘building project’?
4. Close in Prayer
Pay special attention to the responses in the last two questions of section #3 (3s & 3t), so you can be specific as you pray.
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