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ABS Group Bible Studies

Begin Here

1. Start by PRAYING and checking out the ‘Big Idea’ in the lesson.
2. Read the lesson provided by Ken.  You don’t have to use these questions, but please use this lesson as your starting point.  After that, You shape the lesson to the needs in your group. 

3. Make sure that you teach the Big Idea and the lesson scripture.  As long as you fulfill these two requests, you can teach the material any way you feel is appropriate. 

4. End each lesson with a specific challenge to change behavior.  A lesson without a challenge is a wasted lesson.

5. Be vulnerable.  Groups rise to a level of commitment and vulnerability that is below their leader’s level.  You set the bar and everyone else walks underneath it.  Or as my mentor says, “if you want your group to bleed, you have to hemorrhage.”

6. If you have any questions, email Ken or Kim.

I need to give ‘prop’s on the lessons:  I use several commentaries, including the New Testament Commentary and the Word Bible Commentary.  I also use a Vine’s Dictionary and the Serendipity Bible, as I write.  The Serendipity Bible is especially helpful. 
About iServe

Serving is part of who we are.  We serve at work, at home, in our neighborhoods, and at church.  Even though serving is one of our strengths at WCC, we can always learn more about it.   That’s why we’re going to spend a few weeks this spring looking at some amazing servants in the Bible.  At the same time, we’ll be challenging people to consider where they’ll be serving this fall in our Sunday morning and Wednesday evening ministries.

You may be thinking, “Isn’t it early to ask people where they’ll serve in the fall?”  Yes, it is.  But the Cobb County School Board has made a significant change in the school schedule for 2010-2011 and we want this change to help us, not hurt us.  In order for that to happen, we’ll need to make a few changes in our schedule.   We want to be ready to kick off our core programs in August, so that’s why we’re starting in March.   This process will feel odd, but it’s necessary if we want to maximize our impact for God’s Kingdom.

Series Schedule:

March 7: Abraham, The Model Servant

March 14: Gideon, The Inadequate Servant

March 21: Habakkuk, The Grateful Servant

March 28: Esther, The Faithful Servant

April 4: Jesus, The Suffering Servant

April 11: Martha, The Busy Servant

April 18: Peter, The Trusting Servant

April 25: Timothy, The Young Servant

Habakkuk, The Grateful Servant
Habakkuk 3

March 21, 2010

Big Idea: Defiant Gratitude is a hallmark of God’s effective servants.
Sermon Scripture: Habakkuk 1-3 

ABS Group Scripture: Habakkuk 3

Possible Lesson Outline:

Arrive at least 10 minutes early and arrange your room to be warm and inviting.  Take out extra chairs, move chairs closer together, put them in semi-circles or a circle, maybe even add tables and set up food and drink.  Greet everyone and introduce guests, making sure that no one is screened out of the conversation.  
Note: I’ve taken most of this study from the Serendipity Bible, 10th Edition.
1. Prayer Requests & Prayer Time
a. As you begin, welcome anyone who is new to the group and remind them that you don’t call on people to pray, read the Bible, or answer questions without first knowing that they’re comfortable with it.

2. Review iServe
a. Review the reason we’re in the middle of a series on serving.  Beginning this week, we start asking people where they will serve this fall.  Encourage your members to prayerfully ask God where they should serve.

b. Briefly review last weeks lesson.  If God says go, go. 
3. Study Habakkuk 3
Historical Background: After King David died, Israel had a civil war and split into two sections: the Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom.  Once they split, the Northern Kingdom was often called ‘Israel’ while the Southern Kingdom was called ‘Judah’.  

The Northern Kingdom (Israel) fell to Assyria around 722 BC.  At the beginning of Habakkuk, the rising Babylonian Empire now was breathing down the Southern Kingdom’s neck (Judah).  In Habakkuk’s day, the rulers of Judah did “evil in the eyes of the Lord” (see 2 Kings 23:31-24:7 for context).  As an agent of judgment for God, the Babylonians invaded Judah in 605 BC.  (The Babylonians are sometimes called Chaldeans.) The king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, then made the Judean king, Jehoiakim, his puppet ruler.   It was a horrible time for Judah.  Injustices and tragedy abounded.

Chapter one of Habakkuk precedes the Babylonian invasion and chapter two follows the invasion.  Chapter three was written later than chapter two, but we don’t know how much later.  In chapter one, Habakkuk complains about how hard the ‘times’ are (Hab 1:2-4).  God’s answer is that times are going to get worse – that the Babylonians are going to invade Judah (Hab 1:5-6).  Habakkuk then complains again to God (Hab 1:12-17).  After this complain, he waits an indefinite period for an answer (Hab 2:1).  Sometime after the invasion, God answers Habakkuk in chapter two.

Habakkuk three is written in the form of a song.  It may have been a song that they sang in their worship services.  In general, the book of Habakkuk moves from complaints and questions to praise and gratitude.  Habakkuk three is considered one of the greatest chapters of gratitude in the Bible.  That’s why we’re spending so much time studying it.  It teaches us defiant gratitude in the midst of horrible circumstances.

HOOK
a. What’s your favorite spot from which to view the sunrise?  How often do you go there?  What do sunrises bring to mind for you?

b. “It’s always darkest before the dawn.”  To what in your life would that saying refer to these days?

LOOK
c. Summarize the historical background of Habakkuk, as well as the themes of Habakkuk’s first two chapters.

d. Read Habakkuk 3.  I HIGHLY RECOMMEND that you consider reading it from The Message paraphrase or God’s Word translation. This is a long chapter, read it through SEVERAL times before Sunday.  When you read it on Sunday, use inflection and keep the chapter engaging.  You may have someone else in your group read the chapter.  If so… ASK THEM BEFORE SUNDAY, so they have time to prepare.

e. Why can the once woeful Habakkuk afford to be so joyful?  How has his situation changed?
f. How is verse 3:2 related to the rest of this song-prayer?  How is verse 3:2 related to the promise in verses 2:2-4.
g. How are wrath and mercy related?
h. How does reciting God’s marvelous deeds in the past anticipate God’s future deliverance “in our day” (verse 3:2)?
i. To what historical events do the allusions refer to in verses 3:3-5 (see Exodus 7-12)?  What about verses 3:6-7 (see Exodus 19:16)?
j. Compare verses 3:8-10 with Psalms 74:12-17 and 77:16-19.  What similar images do these prayers use to evoke awe for God’s mighty works?  
k. What other images (from nature, warfare, or whatever) have a similar impact on you?
l. Describe what Habakkuk 3:16 is saying.
m. What happens for Habakkuk to gain his grateful heart in verses 3:17-19?  On what is Habakkuk basing his gratitude?
TOOK
n. This song-like chapter stirred up vivid memories in Judah of God’s might and mercy.  When has God worked mightily and mercifully in your past?
o. Let’s talk about your present.  Where do you want God to renew his mercy and work mightily in your life?
p. How has God used other people in your ABS Group to encourage you through difficult days / weeks / years?  (Be specific)
q. What new meaning would Habakkuk bring to the belief, “It’s always darkest before the dawn”?  In what area of your life is God’s power dawning?  Where are you still waiting in the twilight for the sun to rise?
r. What promise does verse 3:19 hold for your present situation?  How about your future?
s. Challenge the ABS members to consider serving in God’s Kingdom this fall.  Ask them not to let difficult circumstances sideline them from serving in the Body of Christ and His church.
4. Close in Prayer
Pay special attention to the responses in the ‘Took’ section, so you can be specific as you pray.
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