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ABS Group Bible Studies

Begin Here

1. Start by PRAYING and checking out the ‘Big Idea’ in the lesson.
2. Read the lesson provided by Ken.  You don’t have to use these questions, but please use this lesson as your starting point.  After that, You shape the lesson to the needs in your group. 

3. Make sure that you teach the Big Idea and the lesson scripture.  As long as you fulfill these two requests, you can teach the material any way you feel is appropriate. 

4. End each lesson with a specific challenge to change behavior.  A lesson without a challenge is a wasted lesson.

5. Be vulnerable.  Groups rise to a level of commitment and vulnerability that is below their leader’s level.  You set the bar and everyone else walks underneath it.  Or as my mentor says, “if you want your group to bleed, you have to hemorrhage.”

6. If you have any questions, email Ken or Kim.

I need to give ‘prop’s on the lessons:  I use several commentaries, including the New Testament Commentary and the Word Bible Commentary.  I also use a Vine’s Dictionary and the Serendipity Bible, as I write.  The Serendipity Bible is especially helpful. 
About iServe

Serving is part of who we are.  We serve at work, at home, in our neighborhoods, and at church.  Even though serving is one of our strengths at WCC, we can always learn more about it.   That’s why we’re going to spend a few weeks this spring looking at some amazing servants in the Bible.  At the same time, we’ll be challenging people to consider where they’ll be serving this fall in our Sunday morning and Wednesday evening ministries.

You may be thinking, “Isn’t it early to ask people where they’ll serve in the fall?”  Yes, it is.  But the Cobb County School Board has made a significant change in the school schedule for 2010-2011 and we want this change to help us, not hurt us.  In order for that to happen, we’ll need to make a few changes in our schedule.   We want to be ready to kick off our core programs in August, so that’s why we’re starting in March.   This process will feel odd, but it’s necessary if we want to maximize our impact for God’s Kingdom.

Series Schedule:

March 7: Abraham, The Model Servant

March 14: Gideon, The Inadequate Servant

March 21: Habakkuk, The Grateful Servant
March 28: Esther, The Faithful Servant

April 4: Jesus, The Suffering Servant
April 11: Martha, The Busy Servant

April 18: Peter, The Trusting Servant

April 25: Timothy, The Young Servant

Timothy, The Young Servant
1 Timothy 6:11-21

April 11, 2010

Big Idea: Loose Your Excuses

Sermon Scripture: 1 Timothy 4:11-14

ABS Group Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:11-21
Possible Lesson Outline:

Arrive at least 10 minutes early and arrange your room to be warm and inviting.  Take out extra chairs, move chairs closer together, put them in semi-circles or a circle, maybe even add tables and set up food and drink.  Greet everyone and introduce guests, making sure that no one is screened out of the conversation.  
I’VE NOTICED SEVERAL LEADERS taking more interest in their room arrangement.  Kudos to you!!!
1. Prayer Requests & Prayer Time
a. As you begin, welcome anyone who is new to the group and remind them that you don’t call on people to pray, read the Bible, or answer questions without first knowing that they’re comfortable with it.

2. Review iServe
a. Today we wrap up the iServe teaching series, even though we will continue the iServe sign-up time through the end of May.  Share what over-arching theme God has been teaching you over the last few months through this character study. (So far, we’ve studied Abraham, Gideon, Habakkuk, Esther, Jesus, Martha, and Peter.)  If appropriate, ask others to share, also.

3. Study 1 Timothy 6:17-21
Background: The book of 1 Timothy was written by Paul to a young pastor, Timothy.  Paul took Timothy under his wing, encouraging and instructing Timothy in his work. Today, we take a ‘peek’ into one of Paul’s letters to Timothy.

HOOK
a. Lesson Intro: In our worship service today, we’ll be talking / we talked about Paul and Timothy.  We were challenged by how we use excuses to avoid what we need to do.

Today, we’re going to look at another passage where Paul gives Timothy – and us – instructions for our walk with God.  As we talk today, let’s be aware of the excuses that we give ourselves for avoiding God’s instructions through Paul.

b. Let’s start with an easy topic first.  Growing up, did your parents tend to overprotect you ,or push you beyond your limits.  If you had children, what would you do differently when it comes to risk taking verses playing it safe?  

c. What are some of the excuses that you give yourself for taking this position? 
LOOK
d. Have someone read 1 Timothy 6:11-21.

e. What is Timothy told to flee and to pursue in verse 11?  (Obviously, you’ll need to refer back to the previous verses.)

f. How does a person pursue these qualities?  (Make a list.)
g. Which one quality do you need to pursue the most right now?
h. How do you think Timothy felt reading the challenge in verses 12-16?  What excuses could Timothy have given for not responding to this challenge?
i. What does Paul’s use of battle imagery in verse 12 tell us about what we can expect in the Christian life?  Can anyone share an example?
j. What does Paul say in verses 17-19?  Why do you think Paul added more instructions to the wealthy?  In your opinion, is it easier for a rich person or a poor person to follow the command in verse 18?  Why?
k. Is it easier for you to follow this command when you have plenty or when you don’t have much money?  Why?
l. Last week, Ken talked about surrendering to God in the storms of life and one of the areas that he applied this teaching was our finances.  What similarities are there between last week’s teaching and verses 17-19?
m. What excuses do we give for not managing our finances God’s way? 
TOOK
n. Think about some of the ‘godless chatter’ and ‘opposing ideas’ (vs. 20) that we are exposed to.  How do they reinforce our ‘excuses’?

o. Who in your life is a Paul – someone who encourages and challenges you?  Who is a Timothy?

p. Of all the topics mentioned in verses 11-21, which one would your ‘Paul’ say needs the most attention in your life?

q. How can you help yourself and others be aware of the excuses that we give for not following God’s plan and design?

r. Challenge your participants to ‘loose their excuses’ for iServe and get involved in God’s work at WCC.
4. Close in Prayer
Pay special attention to the responses in the ‘Took’ section, so you can be specific as you pray.
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